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To: oz B 10)2e) forefll (10)(2e) J| (10)(2e) (@Il WVERG|
From: noee)f (10)(2e)

Sent: Tue 5/12/2020 11:56:43 AM

Subject: RE: PRO/AH/EDR> COVID-19 update (174): Netherlands (NB) animal, farmed mink, comment
Received: Tue 5/12/2020 11:56:44 AM
Zeker....

From: m, (10)(25) FEWEDR @ minvws.nl>
Sent: dinsdag 12 mei 2020 08:57
Qe oo (10)2e) B (10)2e)  [GRIEOROS

Subject: FW: PRO/AH/EDR> COVID-19 update (174): Netherlands (NB) animal, farmed mink, comment

De opmerking in het geel is ook interessant.

————— Qorspronkelijk bericht-----
Van: romedmail.org < romedmail.org> Namens romedmail.or

Verzonden: maandag 11 mei 2020 23:09

Aan: romedmail.org; romedmail.org; romedmail.or

Onderwerp: PRO/AH/EDR> COVID-19 update (174): Netherlands (NB) animal, farmed mink, comment

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 UPDATE (174): NETHERLANDS (NORTH BRABANT) ANIMAL, FARMED MINK, COMMENT
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A ProMED-mail post

<http://www.promedmail.org>

ProMED-mail is a program of the

International Society for Infectious Diseases <http://www.isid.org>

Date: Sat 9 May 2020

From: Soren Alexandersen <w> [edited]

Re: COVID-19 update (169): Netherlands (NB) animal, farmed mink, spread, rabbit susp.
http://promedmail.org/post/20200509.7316646

This is indeed a very worrying development with now 4 large mink farms affected in the Netherlands. It would in my opinion be
very surprising if other mink farms in large mink producing countries, such as northern Europe, North America and China, are
not also affected.

People should be informed that mink are kept at large farms and that transmission of such infections takes place very efficiently
from cage to cage. Furthermore, the ProMEDmail post mentions that the infection mainly affects/cause disease in pregnant
mink; however, it deserves explaining that minks breed only once a year, young mink kits being born in late April/early May, i.e.
right around now. Consequently, commercial mink farms will have a very large number of mink on their farms as each female
will now have around 5 mink kits.

Also, considering that the mink was likely initially infected by people, followed, likely, by significant mink to mink spread, one
would believe that the risk of transmitting back to people would be high.

Finally, no details are given about the air sampling performed outside the farms; without details, it is not possible to assess the
risk of airborne spread at any distance. Nevertheless, having worked with mink on other infections, I find this to be very
troubling information and potentially serious risk.

Soren Alexandersen

Director, Geelong Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseases (GCEID) Faculty of Health, School of Medicine, Deakin University
Australia <[ GETCEMNNN @ deakin.edu.au>

[Thanks to Dr. Alxandersen for his insightful comment. As mentioned by Mod.AS in his comment in ProMED post
http://promedmail.org/post/20200509.7316646, China leads the world production of mink. Interestingly, mink is one of the
many mammal species sold in the wet market of Wuhan, where the pandemic is assumed to have begun.

Regarding the comment on the susceptibility of pregnant minks, the seasonality pointed out by Dr. Alexandersen is highly
relevant. As the days get longer in the 1st half of March in the Northern Hemisphere, it is breeding season for the mink. High
densities of a species that has proven to be permissive to SARS-CoV-2 replication are indeed a serious risk scenario. - Mod.PMB

HealthMap/ProMED map available at:
North Brabant, Netherlands: <http://healthmap.org/promed/p/1250>]
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http://promedmail.org/post/20200509.7316646
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ProMED-mail makes every effort to verify the reports that are posted, but the accuracy and completeness of the
information, and of any statements or opinions based

thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in

using information posted or archived by ProMED-mail. ISID

and its associated service providers shall not be held responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any damages

incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted or archived material.
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Donate to ProMED-mail. Details available at:

<https://isid.org/donate/>
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <https://www.promedmail.org>.

Send all items for posting to: [fEEIJ@promedmail.org (NOT to an individual moderator). If you do not give your full name
name and affiliation, it may not be posted. You may unsub- scribe at <https://isid.org/promedmail-subscribe/>.

For assistance from a human being, send mail to:

<m:uE.@promedmail.org>.
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